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 Many people obtain bravery. They may not have initially demonstrated enough courage to 

do what they would like to, but in the end they prevail. People may perform huge acts of bravery, 

while others may exhibit simple acts of bravery. Every person, man or woman, demonstrates 

bravery in his or her own way. Every person possesses bravery. In To Kill A Mockingbird, Atticus 

seems like a shy and quiet person, but he demonstrates bravery when faced with a dangerous 

animal. In the Bible, Jesus also demonstrated courage by giving his life for the world. In the Bible, 

Jesus also demonstrated courage by giving his life for the world. A persons’ idea of bravery may 

seem small to others, but proves to be huge to society . 

  Harper Lee demonstrates bravery in her book To Kill a Mockingbird when Atticus 

confronts a mad dog. Atticus’ children view him as boring.They compare Atticus to other fathers. 

Atticus only reads and plays checkers.When Atticus notices a mad dog, he gets ready to shoot the 

dog. Once the dog came closer, Atticus’ glasses fell. Atticus stepped on his glasses, and he still 

perfectly shot the dog. No one expected Atticus to have such good aim because of his blindness in 

one eye. Atticus however, previously chose not to use his talents because he believed that his 

talents may hurt others. Atticus shows bravery in this book because he had not shot a gun in three 

decades. Atticus decided to take the sheriff’s advice, and shot the mad dog.   

 Atticus also demonstrates bravery by keeping his head high even though people talked 

about him for defending Tom Robinson. Atticus remains calm because he wanted peace and 

justice. At the moment he chose to tell Scout, 

You just hold your head high and keep those fists down. No matter what anybody says to 
you, don’t you let ‘em get your goat. Try fighting with your head for a change.  1

 Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird (Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1960), 78.1



Atticus very calmly handled the situation, and he demonstrated bravery by setting an example for 

Jem and Scout. By being calm, Atticus showed bravery, just as Jesus remained steadfast in the 

Bible. 

 In the Bible, Christ showed bravery. Christ’s most famous act of bravery occurred when he 

died for humanity. Christ knew of his death, and he knew of the betrayal. Jesus said to his disciples 

on the night of the last supper, “Take and eat; this is my body.”  Following this he said, “Drink 2

from it, all of you.”  During this time, Jesus gave the disciples his flesh and blood. Like Atticus, 3

Jesus wanted to set an example for his children by leading them through a good path. Jesus’ act of 

bravery demonstrated the greatest act of bravery ever known to mankind. 

	 Both To Kill a Mockingbird and the Bible portray bravery. Atticus demonstrated bravery by 

shooting a mad dog. Atticus also demonstrated bravery by staying calm and ignoring rude 

comments from others. Jesus demonstrated a huge act of bravery; Jesus died for every person in 

the world, even those who refuse to believe in him. Jesus’ act of bravery is the greatest act of 

bravery that is still remembered to this day. Both Atticus and Jesus showed acts of bravery. They 

both showed acts of love and courage.


      

 Matthew 26:262

 Matthew 26:273
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Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird: Harper Lee. Scribner Laidlaw, 1989. 

The topic in To Kill a Mockingbird is racism. In this book the people in Maycomb, 

Alabama learn how to deal with racism and learn what others think about racism. 

The Holy Bible: Containing the Old and New Testaments; Translated out of the Original Tongues  
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The Holy Bible contains several books that have been translated from original versions 
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person and how to improve my Christian faith.  
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 Leadership potentially could be a wonderful gift to bear. Atticus, father of Jem and Scout, 

demonstrates great leadership. Mrs. Dubose, Atticus’ neighbor, treats others in a cold and 

disrespectful manner. She scolds Jem and Scout and talks badly of Atticus. Despite Mrs. 

Dubose’s rude characteristic, Atticus always waves to her and greets her on his way home from 

work when she sits on the front porch. Before Mrs. Dubose dies, Atticus spends his time visiting 

her. Atticus tries to love and help regardless of peoples’ race, gender, or culture. In the Bible, 

Jesus greets and respects other people no matter what they say to or about Him. Just like Jesus, 

Atticus visits the sick. In Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird and throughout the New American 

Bible, two great leaders show how to lead others by examples of love.  

 In Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, Atticus demonstrates how to be a great leader by 

treating a hostile neighbor with respect. He greets Mrs. Dubose regardless of her mean and rude 

personality. He says, “I do my best to love everyone.”  Atticus tries to love, respect, and accept 1

everyone despite their race, religion, ethnicity, or color. In To Kill a Mockingbird, Atticus 

portrays leadership just as Jesus does in the Bible.  

 In the Bible, Jesus shows his disciples how to demonstrate great leadership through his 

own examples. Jesus washes the feet of His disciples. Jesus forgives everyone regardless of their 

sins, as long as they are truly sorry, and He will always love everyone. He says, “Love your 

enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”  Jesus shows great leadership by loving 2

everyone even if they hate him. In the Bible, Jesus shows great leadership through his acts of 

love and mercy. 

  Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird (Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1960), 112.1

 Matthew 5:442



 In Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird and the New American Bible, two great leaders 

teach others how to lead by example by showing love and compassion. In the Bible, Jesus leads 

by showing love and compassion for everyone. Atticus leads his children on the right path by 

treating others with dignity and respect. Two examples proved great leadership throughout the 

New American Bible and To Kill a Mockingbird. Who will demonstrate the qualities of the next 

great leader? 
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Books 

Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird. Vintage Classics, 2007. 

 The book To Kill a Mockingbird is written by Harper Lee. The book portrays bravery and  

 leadership coming from unexpected people. I used this book to get a quote and examples  

 to show leadership. This source helped me understand my topic by learning how to be a  

 better leader.  

The New American Bible: New Testament. Catholic Book Publishing Co., 1976. 

 The New American Bible is a book of parables and stories of miracles that Jesus   

 performed. I used this source to get a quote and examples of Jesus’ leadership. This  

 source helped me understand my topic by obtaining examples of how Jesus was the  

 greatest leader.  
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 Every once in a while, someone automatically labels someone. If someone demonstrates 

a wrathful personality, he/she may possess a just case for his/her actions. That was how Jem and 

Scout from Harper Lee’s To Kill A Mockingbird act toward Mrs. Dubose. Mrs. Dubose, a livid 

person, goes on regular tirades. She used to be a drug addict until a very short time before her 

final day. She resembles Judas from the story of Christ in the Bible. They both committed awful 

atrocities, yet they possessed a reason for their actions. This just is one reason to never judge a 

book by its cover.  

 In To Kill a Mockingbird Harper Lee shows that people should not make assumptions 

about others depending on how people look and act. Mrs. Dubose, a wrathful and livid person, 

went on many tirades. Jem and Scout thought she behaved like that for no particular reason. She 

actually suffered as a drug addict. Atticus, Jem and Scout’s father, once said, “You don't know 

what someone is like until you are in their skin.”  Atticus meant that once a person finds out 1

about another persons circumstances, only then can another person know about one’s problems. 

In To Kill a Mockingbird, Atticus saw people's true colors as Jesus did in the Bible.  

 The Bible shares many stories about people who made poor choices and how Jesus loved 

them still. Judas, Jesus’ betrayer, hid his plan to betray his friend and leader. Jesus knew about 

the betrayal, but he still tried to keep it a secret. “Don't jump to conclusions-there may have been 

a perfectly good explanation for what you just saw.”  Jesus searched for explanations without 2

judgment. The Bible includes how Jesus loved all despite flaws and without assumptions.  

 Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird (Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1960), 29.1

 Proverbs 25:82



 To Kill a Mockingbird and the Bible provide many examples on how people’s 

assumptions lead to false judgment. The Bible shows how Judas kept a secret about Jesus’ 

betrayal. In To Kill a Mockingbird, Mrs. Dubose hid her drug addiction and showed how it 

effected her life and manners. Therefore, automatic labels lead to false assumptions; it takes a 

true leader to see others for their true selves.  



Annotated Bibliography 

Secondary Sources 

Books 

 Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird. Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1960. Print. 

The novel, To Kill a Mockingbird, shows us the time and effects of the Great 

Depression.  This shows how an African-American woman can change and show her 

smarts to communicate with whites and black effectively.   

The New American Bible. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1971. Print. 

The Bible shows us the example of Jesus and how it was to spread the word of God in an 

older time period.  Jesus understood and tried to join the ways of how people lived and 

how they believed in God.  
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     Wisdom corresponds with bravery in various ways. Without wisdom, exhibiting bravery 

proves difficult. Knowing how to act and what to do when faced with adversity requires great 

wisdom. In Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, Atticus portrays wisdom and respect. By 

shooting Mrs. Dubose’s opinions down, Atticus showed an act of courage and bravery. He 

continued to support his beliefs in rights for black people while treating others with dignity and 

respect. In this moment, Atticus’ own children realized that Atticus rose above the status of 

feeble dad to an excellent role model. Christ, also a role model, showed his Apostles the way of 

God through his presence, actions, and beliefs in the Bible. Although, Atticus found acts of 

bravery in Mrs. Dubose, he held truthful to his beliefs and opinions. Jesus knew the wrong 

doings of his enemies, but he continued to respect them as well. 

          Acts of courage and bravery always come from the wisest in Harper Lee’s To Kill a 

Mockingbird. In this book, Atticus, the father of Jem and Scout, comes off as a shy, feeble father.  

He shows acts bravery when he shot the mad dog that represented Maycomb’s disease of racism 

and when he refused to let Mrs. Dubose’s criticism get to him. When Atticus took Tom 

Robinson’s case after he was accused of rape, it seemed as if the whole town hated him. Mrs. 

Dubose seemed to be one of the worst because she made Jem and Scout experience her ridicule 

for issues out of their control. “Good evening, Mrs. Dubose! You look like a picture this evening. 

I never heard Atticus say like a picture of what.”  The first sentence shows Atticus’ responses to 1

Mrs. Dubose’s mockery of Atticus. The last sentence of that quote shows Scout’s thought about 

Atticus’ response to Mrs. Dubose. Atticus intentionally failed to specify what kind of picture, 

Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1960), 106.1



implying that Mrs. Dubose most likely looked unpresentable. Scout supports this conclusion with 

her description of Mrs. Dubose.  

“She was horrible. Her face was the color of a dirty pillowcase, and the corners of her 
mouth glistened with wet, which inched like a glacier down the deep grooves enclosing 
her chin. Old-age liver spots dotted her cheeks, and her pale eyes had  
black pinpoint pupils. Her hands were knobby, and the cuticles were grown up over her 
fingernails. Her bottom plate was not in, and her upper lip protruded; from time to time 
she would draw her nether lip to her upper plate and carry her chin with it. This made the 
wet move faster.  2

Clearly, Atticus was clever and respectful at the same time. He understood Mrs. Dubose’s illness 

and took it into consideration. Jesus, too, understood the world’s illness also known as sin, and 

he took that into consideration. Jesus died for the sins of mankind knowing his wrongdoings, 

while simultaneously understanding them.  

         In the Bible during Jesus’ crucifixion, he understood that the people and soldiers of 

Jerusalem did not know what they were doing. They did not know that the man they were 

crucifying was the Son of God. Just like Atticus taught Jem and Scout to understand Mrs. 

Dubose’s illness, Jesus taught the world the illness of the people who crucified him when he 

states, “Father, forgive them, they know not what they do.”   Jesus forgave humanity for their 3

sins even though he died because of humanity and their sins. Atticus experienced much mockery 

as well, but he did not hate the people who mocked him, he forgave them instead.  

Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird, 113-114.2

Luke 23:343



       Wisdom corresponds with bravery in various ways in both To Kill a Mockimgbird and the 

Bible. Atticus shows acts of bravery and courage when he responds with kindness and respect to 

people who criticize his morals and values. Jesus loves all even to the point when his own people 

crucify him. He forgives them anyway, and he understands their faults. Jesus and Atticus portray 

bravery because of their wisdom and respect for humanity. 



Annotated Bibliography 


Secondary Sources 

Books 

Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird: Harper Lee. New York, Scribner Laidlaw, 1989.  

In Harper Lee’s book To Kill a Mockingbird, very present and hot topics in today's media 

are discussed. This intrigues me because topics including racism and sexism were 

present in the the times of the Great Depression, and are still very present. Although, 

America has improved as a whole on being accepting and fair, the issues brought up in 

To Kill a Mockingbird still continue to be issues in today's society. 

  

The New American Bible. Huntington, IN, Our Sunday Visitor, 2005. 

The Bible not only shows the way of God through Jesus and the Holy Spirit, but it also 

gives you inside detail on Jesus’ life as a human. In the Bible, we learn about life before 

and after Christ, and we experience our religious past from saints, Jesus, and many more. 
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To Kill A Mockingbird:  

Integrity by Doing Right by Others  

Isabella Perez 

Junior Division 

Thematic Analysis Essay  

Paper Length: 642 



 Integrity may be defined as doing the right thing even when society considers it wrong. 

When one possesses integrity, he/she demonstrates strong moral principles and the quality of 

honesty. The mad dog in To Kill A Mockingbird represents racism in the town of Maycomb . The 

character Atticus shows a foreshadowing of his integrity when he shoots the mad dog to save the 

town from destruction. Atticus rids Maycomb of the diseased mad dog. He soon will attempt to 

rid Maycomb of another disease known as racism. In the Bible, Jesus also shows integrity by 

coming down to save people from sin. In the Bible and the novel, To Kill a Mockingbird by 

Harper Lee, characters show integrity by riding the world of evil and living by morals even when 

unwanted. 

 In To Kill a Mockingbird, characters show integrity by doing right by others and 

defending the unjust. The character Atticus in the story portrays integrity several times 

throughout the book. Atticus showed integrity when he answered  the call to defend a client, 

whose color of skin set a bias towards him. Atticus tells Scout and Jem, “This case, Tom 

Robinson’s case, is something that goes to the essence of a man’s conscience—Scout, I couldn’t 

go to church and worship God if I didn’t try to help that man.”  Atticus knows that defending 1

Tom Robinson will affect him and his family, but he possesses integrity, therefore he knows 

defending Tom Robinson is the right thing to do. Showing integrity includes accepting pressure 

when doing something right. In To Kill a Mockingbird, few characters showed integrity, whereas 

in the Bible, many characters show integrity through different ways.  

!  Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird (Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1960), 108.
1



 Characters show integrity in the Bible during Jesus’ time. Jesus portrays an excellent 

definition of integrity. For example, He takes up the cross knowing of His persecution and 

imminent death to rid the world of sin.  Jesus also shows integrity by preaching to the world 

knowing many people failed to accept His truth and accept God into their hearts. “To do what is 

right and just is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice.”  Jesus directs us to do right by 2

others even when pressure to do wrong stands high. In the Bible, characters like Jesus Christ 

show integrity by defending the righteous and by executing moral principles set by God.  

 In To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, characters show integrity by riding the world of 

evil and living by moral principles set by God, even when unwanted. Jesus, an excellent example 

of what integrity, portrays integrity by attempting to spread the word of God with His people. In 

To Kill a Mockingbird, characters, such as Atticus, show integrity by doing right by others and 

sacrificing to have integrity. Not only in To Kill a Mockingbird did characters do right by others 

but in the Bible as well. 

!  Proverbs 21:32
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Lee, Harper. “To Kill a Mockingbird.” Barnes & Noble, www.barnesandnoble/w/to-kill-a-  
 mockingbird-harper-lee/1100151011?ean=9780446310789. Accessed Oct. 10, 2017. 

Using this novel, I concluded that characters show integrity throughout the book. This 

source helped me make my conclusion by providing examples of characters showing 

integrity.  

Bible, usccb.org/bible/. Accessed Oct. 10, 2017. 

Using this website, I viewed many stories in the Bible about Jesus’ time. This source 

helped me conclude Jesus showed integrity throughout his life. The Bible provides 

examples of Jesus showing integrity by accepting His cross and spreading the word of 

God. 
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 In Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, a character named Calpurnia demonstrates a great 

example of loving others as Jesus calls people to do. Calpurnia, an African-American woman, 

works as a cook for the Finch family. Because racism persists in Maycomb, Alabama, some 

people disregard and disrespect African-Americans. Despite others not caring for her, Calpurnia 

remains kind and used caring words toward them. She warns her neighbors about a threat, a rabid 

dog. Calpurnia risked her life to ensure others remained safe.  Calpurnia follows Jesus’s example 

as seen in the Bible and loves others and her enemies even when they do not care for her. 

 Calpurnia loves others even when they despise her. After being warned of a mad dog, 

Calpurnia calls all her neighbors who had a telephone to warn them about the mad dog. After 

warning those who owned a telephone, Calpurnia comes to realize that the Radleys do not own a 

telephone. Even though Mr. Nathan Radley thinks poorly of African-Americans, Calpurnia 

leaves the safety of her house to warn Mr. Radley about the dog.  

Calpurnia asked Jem, “Radleys got a phone?” Jem looked in the book and said no. “They 
won’t come out anyway, Cal.”  
“I don’t care, I’m gonna tell ‘em.” 
She ran to the front porch, Jem and I at her heels. “You stay in that house!” she yelled. 
Calpurnia’s message had been received by the neighborhood. Every wood door within 
our range of vision was closed tight. We saw no trace of Tim Johnson. We watched 
Calpurnia running toward the Radley Place, holding her skirt and apron above her knees. 
She went up to the front steps and banged on the door. She got no answer, and she 
shouted, “Mr. Nathan, Mr. Arthur, mad dog’s comin‘! Mad dog’s comin’!”  1

Calpurnia warned the Radleys though she could have been attacked by the mad dog. Care, as 

demonstrated by Calpurnia, also resonates with Jesus in the Bible. 

 Like Calpurnia, Jesus also cared for those who disrespected him. Many Jews failed to 

believe that Jesus was the Messiah, so they spat on him, tore his garments off him, and crucified 

 Lee, Harper,  To Kill a Mockingbird.  (Philadelphia:  Lippincott,  1960), 97.1



him. Though the Jews mistreated him, Jesus cared for them and forgave them even during his 

crucifixion. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.”  2

Though they crucified him, he forgave his enemies. Jesus and Calpurnia both show signs of love 

and care for their enemies and those who disrespect them.  

 Both the Bible and Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird demonstrate care and love. 

Calpurnia and Jesus both helped those who disrespected them. Jesus cared for his enemies by 

forgiving them when they were crucifying him, and Calpurnia cared for her enemies by warning 

her racist neighbors about a mad dog. Calpurnia and Jesus both serve as great examples of loving 

and caring for our enemies.  

 Luke 23:342
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Lee, Harper.  To Kill a Mockingbird.  Philadelphia:  Lippincott,  1960. Print. 

I used Harper Lee’s book To Kill a Mockingbird. I used this book to get more 

information and quotes about the character Calpurnia. Using this source helped me “get 

into Calpurnia’s head”. This source showed that Calpurnia cares for others even though 

others do not care for her. 

The New American Bible: Revised Edition; Translated from the Original Languages with  Critical 
 Use of All the Ancient Sources. United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2015. 

I used the New American Bible for my project. I used this source to compare Calpurnia 

to other characters in the Bible.  Using this source helped me understand what was said 

about loving our enemies. I used this source to learn about Jesus.
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 Being brave enough to do something does not come easy. People exhibiting bravery get 

taken out of their comfort zone, but are willing to do it for the result that will come in the end. 

Atticus, a shooter, revealed his talent despite his reservation to share his gift. The people who 

grew up with him knew this and never mentioned it, or they simply forgot since it had been so 

long ago. When it all came up to Atticus taking down the mad dog by shooting it, he refused to 

hesitate and went in for the shot to keep all the others safe. When he heard about the Tom 

Robinson case, he refused to hesitate and accepted the case. In accepting the case, Atticus 

bravely agreed to face the judgment his family would unfortunately be receiving. To Kill a 

Mockingbird by Harper Lee portrays the bravery that comes out in unassuming people, 

furthermore in the Bible, Jesus shows bravery by dying on the cross for humanity. God sent him 

to save people. Nobody assumed that he would be a savior, and most did not believe or assume 

he would follow through to the end. Thus, bravery results in great outcomes. 

 Harper Lee demonstrates bravery in the most unassuming people in To Kill a 

Mockingbird. Atticus Finch, a feeble father, gets put to the test to really stand up and show his 

bravery. He faced a mad dog, and not even the sheriff could manage to shoot the dog. Atticus 

took the shot and got rid of the diseased dog, just like he attempts to get rid of the disease of 

racism in Maycomb. Atticus further proved his bravery when he took on the Tom Robinson case. 

Tom Robinson was an African-American man accused of rape. Atticus believed taking a stand 

for Tom Robinson was the right thing he needed to do, no matter what. His family faced the 

judgment and were told awful comments about their father. Unsurprisingly, the other children 

called Jem and Scout, Atticus’ children, harsh names. Even a grown adult, Mrs. Dubose, 

criticizes and tells them racist comments. One day Jem and Scout walked by Mrs. Dubose and 



she said, “Your father’s no better than the n-words and trash he works for!”  Scout and Jem told 1

their father these awful remarks Mrs. Dubose would tell them. Atticus heard all the awful 

statements Mrs. Dubose would proclaim to them, and just told Jem, “She’s an old lady and she's 

ill. You just hold your head high and be a gentleman. Whatever she says to you, it's your job to 

not let her make you mad.”  Atticus never failed to portray his bravery and do the right things, 2

just like Jesus in the Bible. 

 In the Bible Jesus faced many people judging him, and still his bravery never fell down. 

Jesus physically fell down for his people, but he never let his bravery hit the floor. In the Bible 

Jesus says, “For even the son of Man, did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life 

as a ransom for many.”  Jesus carried the cross through hard paths, took beatings, and forgave 3

the people who later on realized their wrong doings. He stayed as brave as possible for the 

people he loved the most and lived to save. Jesus lived to rid humanity from sin and save it. 

 Both the Bible and To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee portray bravery in unassuming 

people. Bravery shows people another aspect of one’s character. It shows how people choose to 

act differently and courageously to make a great impact. Bravery, in both stories, changed 

people’s point of views and opened them to a brand new perspective. Leading in their bravery, 

Atticus motivated Jem to be more like him, and Jesus taught the people who were against his 

teachings to follow his way and ask for forgiveness. Jesus’ love for his people and Atticus 

 Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird (Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1960), 100.1

 Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird, 129.2

 Mark 10:453



Finch’s love for his children lead two great leaders to suffer adversity, face judgment, and 

ultimately live courageously. 
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Books  

Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird. Philadelphia:  Lippincott,  1960. Print. 

The classic novel, To Kill a Mockingbird, expresses different point of views on racial, 

class, and gender issues. The setting takes place during the era of the Great Depression 

showing how people looked at African-Americans. This source portrays the bravery that 

comes out in the most unassuming people. Most would not assume the single, feeble, 

and father of two had it in him.  

The New American Bible. Nashville:  Thomson  Nelson, 1971. Print.  

In the Bible, God sent us Jesus to be our savior. Jesus showed us his bravery and love for 

us and was willing to give up his life to save us. He died on the cross for us, took 

beatings, and dealt with the people not following the right path. Yet, Jesus remained 

steadfast and showed us his bravery with no hesitation.  
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Thematic Analysis Essay 
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 To Kill a Mockingbird Atticus, a novel written by Harper Lee, proves that people do not 

need to be boastful but be humble and let words speak louder than actions. Atticus proves Scout 

and Jem that he can be more than just a boring man who sits in his chair all day. Atticus shoots a 

rabid dog to save the town of Maycomb. This action surprises Jem and Scout, and they no longer 

think of Atticus in a negative way because he proved things with his actions and not his words. 

Atticus never told Jem and Scout that he was an routstanding shot with a rifle but instead used 

his talents to benefit everybody in Maycomb. This is like how Jesus never boasted as our 

performing miracles but used his talent to benefit many people. Both the Bible and To Kill a 

Mockingbird have many examples of humility. 

 Scout and Jem from To Kill A Mockingbird thought of their father, Atticus, as just an old 

man who did nothing but sit down and read a book all day. Atticus, a very humble man, never 

told Jem and Scout of his past accomplishments. In chapter 10, a rabid dog terrorizes the town, 

and the town of Maycomb experiences minor mayhem. A rabid dog gets on the loose and 

Atticus’s house servant, Calpurnia, warns everyone in their neighborhood about the dog. When 

the dog gets close to Atticus’s house, Atticus pulls out a rifle and shoots the dog and kills it. This 

demonstrates great bravery and changes the way Jem and Scout think of Atticus. They think of 

him positively, and they both admire him now. Miss Maudie proclaimed Atticus’s humility. 

Atticus’s actions spoke louder than his words, just as Jesus did in the Bible. Miss Maudie states, 

“People in their right minds never take pride in their talents.”  Miss Maudie proclaimed 1

Atticus’s humility. Atticus’s actions spoke louder than his words, just like Jesus in the Bible. 

 Harper, Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird (Scribner Laidlaw, 1989), 102.1



 The Bible shows many examples of humility. Jesus provides great examples because he 

possessed the power of God but still never boasted about it. Many verses in the Bible further 

prove the importance of humility. One Bible verse states, “When pride comes, then comes 

disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.”  This means arrogant people will earn disgrace, 2

towards you, but humble people earn wisdom.  

 To Kill a Mockingbird and the Bible both have lessons about humility. Jesus shows 

humility and wisdom. Atticus displays humility with his courageous actions. Both leaders let 

their actions speak louder than their words, thus proving the greatness of humility.  

 Proverbs 11:22
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Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird. Scribner Laidlaw, 1989. Print. 

 In To Kill a Mockingbird, the book is a great example of humility and standing up to  

 everyone when they are wrong and you are the only one that is right. One of the main  

 characters Atticus, stands up to the whole town when he defends an African-American  

 man named Tom Robinson because the whole town of Maycomb is racist towards   

 African-Americans. 

The New American Bible. Our Sunday Visitor, 2005. 

 The Bible has many books, and the books have many teachings and life lessons. In  

 Proverbs 11 there is a Bible verse about humility. In the Bible, God’s son, Jesus, sets  

 many great examples that everyone should follow. 
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           The integrity of one person makes a difference in a crowd. In To Kill a Mockingbird by 

Harper Lee, Atticus Finch, a single father with two children, works as a lawyer. He shows great 

integrity when he chooses to defend Tom Robinson, a black man accused of rape. In the small 

town of Maycomb, racism pervades. The people of Maycomb act violently when faced with an 

issue of race. Atticus Finch knows that he could drop the case, but he prevails. Even though Mr. 

Finch and his two children, Jem and Scout, get called names and criticized, Mr. Finch continues 

to defend Tom Robinson. Another great figure, Jesus Christ, showed great integrity as well. Jesus 

never stopped preaching even though no one believed in him. He taught people about God, and 

when they told him to stop or face death, he never stopped preaching. Thus, bravery resides in 

the hearts of those who truly make a difference. 

           Harper Lee expresses the power of integrity through Atticus Finch. The people of 

Maycomb called Atticus “Ol’ One-Shot” as a boy because he was the best when it came to using 

a gun. Unfortunately, he put his talent to rest when he thought it unfair that God gave him an 

advantage over most living things. But when a mad dog entered Maycomb, he shot him. The 

mad dog suffered from a disease, similar to how the town of Maycomb suffered from racism. 

Atticus Finch tried to rid Maycomb of racism, as he did with the dog. Tom Robison, a black man 

accused of rape, stands innocent. Atticus defended Tom Robinson in efforts to prove his 

innocence. Miss Maudie, a neighbor, stated,  

Mockingbirds don’t do one thing but make music for us to enjoy. They don’t eat up 
people’s gardens, don’t nest in corncribs, they don’t do one thing but sing their hearts out 
for us. That’s why it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.   1

 Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird (Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1960), 96.1



Through the quote, Miss Maudie proclaims the dishonorable act of killing innocence, whether it 

be a mockingbird or a falsely accused victim. Atticus Finch showed determination and integrity 

defending the helpless, just as Jesus did. 

          In the Bible, Jesus shows great integrity as well. In almost every book of the New 

Testament, Jesus’ peers criticized him daily for spreading the good news. In the end, people 

crucified Jesus because he continued to preach. Jesus’ integrity lead to his death, but more 

importantly, it brought more people into the Catholic faith. The Bible states, “For we are taking 

pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of man.”  Christ 2

never gave into peer pressure. Even though many denounced him, Jesus showed integrity. 

           The Bible and To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee demonstrated how one person’s 

integrity can make a difference. Atticus stood by what he believed was right even though his 

entire town looked down and frowned upon him for doing so. Likewise, Jesus continued to do 

what he knew was right even though many lambasted him. They both demonstrated the power of 

integrity. 

 2 Corinthians 8:212
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 Bravery only lies within those who dare to fail. Most people go through life the same 

way. They go to college, get married, start a family, and pay all of their seemingly-never-ending-

bills, until their children are old enough to do the same. Though, somewhere along this line, acts 

of bravery must inevitably show, hinting towards one another that they will be alright in the 

coming future. Whether the parents or the children exhibit this wonderful trait, bravery helps 

them become stronger and richer far beyond any of their other dreams. In To Kill A Mockingbird, 

a novel written by Harper Lee, Atticus shows immense bravery by acting in many heroic ways. 

When the opportunity presents itself, he goes through a difficult situation with bravery and 

perseverance, always acting with righteousness. Atticus responds heroically, and he remains 

genuine and firm in his faith. The way Atticus goes through life, the way he behaves, they way 

people turn their backs on him due to his convictions eerily reflects Jesus Christ’s life. Jesus 

preached to his apostles as well as anybody who bothered to listen, about life, love, and what it 

truly meant to be have a great life. Nevertheless, Atticus distinctly portrays the attributes of 

Christ. 

 Harper Lee’s, To Kill a Mockingbird, illustrates bravery within the unassuming. Nobody, 

not even Jem and Scout could imagine Atticus Finch, given his age and the level of feebleness he 

possesses, that he could save the town of Maycomb from a wild, “Mad dog.” Atticus shoots the 

mad dog with his one gun, his one bullet, and on his first try.  

 Much like ridding Maycomb of this diseased dog, Atticus tempted to rid Maycomb of its 

very own disease, racism. Additionally, Atticus takes the case of a black man, Tom Robinson, 

who is accused of rape. He did not have to do this. In fact, not only did he not have to take this 

case, he knew his family would be hated by most of Maycomb. Yet, he still chooses to defend 



Tom Robinson. As Atticus said, “You never really understand a person until you consider things 

from his point of view, until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.”  Atticus decides to 1

take a stand for his belief to live in a non-bigoted world. Unfortunately, hatred persisted. His 

children recieved slanderous words directed toward their father. Atticus’ children, Jem and Scout 

walked down the street when Mrs. Dubose, their neighbor, screamed and told the children, “Your 

father is no better than the n-words, and the trash he works for!”   2

 Once the children tell Atticus about the degrading comment he simply says, “Whatever 

she says to you, it's your job to not let her make you mad.”  Atticus mirrored Jesus' qualities by 3

always teaching a lesson out of nothing.  

 The worst situation for Scout occurred at school when Cecil Jacobs declares that, “Scout 

Finche’s father defends n-words.”  This nearly leads to a fight between the two.  4

 When Scout comes home and asks Atticus what to do about Cecil Jacobs, Atticus 

responds by saying, “You just hold your head high and keep those fists down. No matter what 

anybody says to you, don’t you let ‘em get your goat. Try fighting with your head for a change.”  5

Atticus encouraged passive resistance. Much like Jesus taught his people, Atticus remained calm 

and taught peace. 

 The Bible acts as the main source of all accounts of Jesus and his life. Jesus, the most 

unified and steadfast person this odd world will ever come to see and know, possessed all the 

  Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird (Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1960), 100.1 1

 Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird, 129.2

 Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird, 130.3

 Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird, 77.4

 Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird, 78.5



bravery of everyone who ever lived within him. As he died on the cross for people's sins and 

lives, he took on the role as the most courageous and loving man ever. Atticus conquered fear 

just like Jesus throughout his mission in life. The Bible states, “The Lord is my light and my 

salvation— whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life— of whom shall I be 

afraid?”  As long as God resides in people’s minds and hearts, many more people will posesses 6

courage to commit bravery. 

 Both the Bible and To Kill a Mockingbird show how courageous acts lead to salvation. 

Atticus saves the town of Maycomb from a disease that could potentially kill them, and Jesus 

Christ saves the people of the world from their sins, which could potentially kill them as well. 

Possessing bravery comes with great responsibilities. Both Atticus and Christ accepted 

responsibility with great bravery, strength, and courage.  

 Psalm 27:16
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The Bible provides a source of hope for the future and a way to love life to the fullest. 

The not-so-subliminal messages of love and care for others does not fail to reach the 

hearts of numerous people around the world.
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 Heroes demonstrate acts of bravery. To Kill a Mockingbird tells about a town in Alabama 

called Maycomb that suffers from a disease called racism, and Atticus Finch, father of Jem and 

Scout, wants to rid Maycomb of racism. In chapter 11 of  To Kill a Mockingbird, Atticus Finch 

killed the mad dog that endangered Maycomb and became an unexpected hero. To Kill a 

Mockingbird by Harper Lee shows that everyone possesses courage, yet not anyone can be a 

hero. Jem and Scout did not expect their old, feeble, chess-playing, newspaper-reading father to 

kill the mad dog with as much finesse, accuracy, and skill as David killing Goliath. Yet, both 

Atticus in To Kill a Mockingbird and David in the Bible, both proved to be unexpected heroes 

through acts of bravery.   

 Everyone possesses bravery in his or her hearts, yet not anyone can be a hero. In To Kill a 

Mockingbird Harper Lee states, “People in their right minds never take pride in their talents.”  In 1

Chapter 11,  Calpurnia and Atticus both show bravery when the mad dog Tim Johnson scares 

Maycomb. The people of Maycomb see Atticus and Calpurnia as regular people, but even the 

most unlikely people can show courage and bravery in a certain moment. When the sheriff tells 

Atticus to shoot the dog, Atticus used his talent and surprised many by killing the dog in one shot 

without his glasses and while blind in his left eye. The question remains , “So what?” Atticus, 

old, feeble, blind in one eye, played chess, read the newspaper, and walked to work every 

morning. Atticus lacked the stereotypical skills to kill a mad dog and become a hero, which 

further proves that anyone can be a hero, just like David in the Bible  

 The story of Atticus being a hero and killing the mad dog relates to a commonly-heard 

story in the Bible called David and Goliath. The story of David and Goliath is about a 9-foot-tall 

 Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird. (Scribner Laidlaw, 1989),102.1



giant named Goliath who lived in Samuel’s land. Every morning and every evening for 40 days, 

Goliath challenged the Israelites.  After delivering items to his brothers David said, “Why will no 

one fight him?”  After getting no response, David decided to fight the Philistine.  2

 When Saul found out about what David said, he sent for David and said, “You cannot 

fight this giant. You are just a boy and he has been fighting since his youth.”   3

 David replied “I have fought bears and lions protecting my fathers sheep. God protected 

me then and will protect me now.”  David went and fought Goliath with no armor and only a 4

sling with a few stones. Goliath laughed and charged at David. When David charged, he put a 

stone in his sling and killed Goliath with one hit of a stone between his eyes. David acted as an 

unexpected hero like Atticus.  

 While people doubted David and Atticus, both stood their ground and showed bravery 

and courage where no one else did. While the mad dog romped the streets, everyone waited to 

take action and locked themselves in their homes. While even the sheriff cowered in fear, Atticus 

demonstrated bravery and killed the dog in one shot like how David killed Goliath with one shot. 

They both faced the odds and did what everyone else was afraid to do. In To Kill a Mockingbird 

and the Bible, both Atticus and David exhibited bravery, bravery that led to the triumph of two 

unexpected heroes. 

  

 1 Samuel 17:262

 1 Samuel 17:333

 1 Samuel 17:374
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The very well-known book To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee talks about racism, 

inequality, and justice during the Great Depression. The book takes place during the 

Great Depression in Maycomb County, Alabama. This source shows how bad racism and 

stereotyping was during the Great Depression and how certain people tried to stop 

racism. 

  

New American Bible. The Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, 1970. 

The Bible is a collection of events and stories that took place before and after Jesus was 

born. The events that are included in the Bible are stories written by prophets and also 

consist of letters that people wrote. The ideas of the Bible show the amazing things Jesus 

and his followers did to strengthen people’s faith. 
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	 Disease can spread and be caught by people. Disease can be a physical ailment or a 

metaphor for social sin. In Maycomb, one day a mad dog wandered the streets. Scout and Jem 

saw the mad dog and asked Calpurnia, their cook, about it. She saw it and knew exactly what it 

was - the disease. She grabbed Jem and Scout, dragged them inside and started making some 

phone calls. Atticus, a lawyer against racism who represents all people, came home with the 

town sheriff after he got the news from Calpurnia. He needed to shoot the mad dog or it would 

kill someone. Atticus resurrected the self he got rid of to save the town. He did not like guns, but 

he sure knew how to shoot one. There are examples of self sacrifice in the Bible where Jesus had 

to do things he did not want to do in order to save people, just like Atticus. In To Kill a 

Mockingbird by Harper Lee, Maycomb is diseased, diseased with racism. Racism is spreading 

and Atticus needed to stop it just as he needed to stop the mad dog, and just as Jesus needed to 

save the world. 

 Maycomb suffered from the disease of racism. Atticus, a lawyer, defended Tom 

Robinson, an African-American accused of rape. The people of Maycomb criticized Atticus and 

called him an “n-word lover.”  He told his children, Jem and Scout, that they will encounter 1

tough times, but Atticus prevailed in an effort to rid the town of disease. Atticus attempted to rid 

Maycomb of racism just as Jesus rid the world of evil.  

 When Jesus died on the cross, he suffered for a reason. He gave his life, so people can 

live eternally in Heaven. The Bible says, “But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness 

and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going because the darkness has has 

 Lee, Harper. To Kill a Mockingbird. (Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1960), 89.1



blinded his eyes.”  God made everyone in the image and likeness of Him, so people need to love 2

their neighbor as themselves. 

 Atticus saved the town from the mad dog like Jesus saved the world. Atticus encountered 

another challenge, Maycomb’s disease of racism, and Atticus worked to cure it. Jesus worked to 

save the world by teaching others how to treat people. In both To Kill a Mockingbird and the 

Bible, two great leaders show others how to ensure salvation. 

 1 John 2:112
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